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A Church of the Exiled 
In a Refugee Camp 


New 
Courage 
and 

Faith 


in 
Bible 
Lands 


Let Us Restore the Sacredness of Family Life 


he the great exodus of the Christian people from Anatolia and in the wars that swept 
back and forth across the Caucasian countries and the hot lowlands of Persia and 
Mesopotamia, the Near East people lost their leaders. 


Ruddled by thousands in the sordid environment of refugee camps, or scattered, 
poverty-stricken on strange soil, to begin life anew, these driven, harassed people 
yearn for spiritual support. 

la their greatest tragedy America went to them to feed their hunqry, to heal their 
sick and to mother their orphans. 


Following fifteen years of service, in which starvation, disease, and destitution were 
fought with the practical weapons of food, medicine, clothing and shelter, and 132,- 
000 children were cared for, another request has been made of the American people. 


We have been asked to expand the work of moral and religious training and char- 
acter building started in Near East Relief orphanages and demonstrate the essentials 
that make for sound family life in countries still burdened with poverty and ignorance 
and the slow readjustments following wholesale exile. 


It has been proved that the children in the orphanages received sufficient training to 
absorb ideals and methods of inestimable value to the progress of their countries, if 
properly utilized. They are the potential leaders of the future. They form the nucleus around 
whom Near East Foundation is building a four-fold service. 


A school for pastors and teachers has been established at Antilyas, Syria, with the coopera- 
tion of the Armenian Church. lts head is Sahag 11, former Katholicos of the Armenians of 
Cilicia, and present patriarch of the Armenian Church in Syria, who for many long years was 
a wanderer with his people. Now he has found a home, a new mission in life and head- 
quatters for his work. The Dean of the School is the Rev. Shahe Vartabed Kasparian, a 
graduate of the Episcopal Theological Seminary of Boston and for seven years in charge of 
the leading Armenian Church in Boston. Rev. Theodore Elmer, a graduate of Princeton 
University and Theological Seminary, with wide teaching experience in Ceylon, Turkey and 
Transcaucasia, is head of the Normal 
School. The students are promising 
orphan boys or the sons of refugees. 


The purpose of the School is to train 2 
leaders who will serve the poor and i. 
struggling Armenian population, in Syria 
and elsewhere, tocounteractsixteen years 
of disorganization during which their 
schools were destroyed. There is no other 
school in the Near East that can render 
the service provided at Antiluas. 


Cooperating with the Antilyas School, 
serving on a committee with Dean Kas- 
parian and Bishop Papken of the School 
staff, is a young man, Levon N. Zenian, 
the representative of the World's Sunday 
School Association in Syria. 


Mr. Zenian, a native of Aintab, Turkey, 
received his early education at Central 
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Main building, Antilyas School for Lead- 
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Children of the refugee camps and the 
building which is both day school and 


Sunday school. 


t In the sordid environment of refugee 
camps the people of Bible Lands yearn 
for spiritual support. 
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Turkey College. In 1920 he came to the United States for special training and has re- 
turned to the Near East to work within his own Church. He began first with Sunday 
schools in Aleppo, and now at Antilyas, in cooperation with the Katholicos, is prepar-~ 
ing religious education literature for general use in the Armenian Church, supervising 
vacation Bible Schools, ard introducing modern methods and equipment, song books, 
etc., into the newly established Sunday schools. Near East Foundation provides funds 
for Mr. Zenian's activities. 


The Katholicos, in endorsing his work, says: “Here and there we have lecture halls 
for grown-ups and night schools for illiterates. They are new things for us. Their 
helpfulness is undeniable . . . But, more indispensable than these will be the Sunday 
schools... because the children of our people need religious education.” 


At the request of the Greek Church in Greece, Near East Foundation has sent George 
Alexander, director of religious education of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, 
to Athens to start a program similar to Mr. Zenian's work in Syria. This work is under- 
taken with the cooperation of American churches, with a similar ideal of character 
building through religious training as prevailed in the orphanages. 


In all the work of the Near East Foundation emphasis is laid upon spiritual progress. 
Religious education courses are a definite part of the night school programs. In Athens they 
are being conducted by representatives of the Greek Archbishop. The Sunday “home- 
comings" at the Foundation Clubs in Cairo and Alexandria, at which the gatherings some- 
times number 600, religious services, lectures and confidential talks with the boys and girls 
have kept them, perhaps, the straightest young people in Egupt, so that government officials 
and others have been generous in their praise. The Clubs for young people everywhere, 
established originally to serve boys and girls leaving the orphanage schools to start life for 
themselves, are centers which serve the youth of the cities’ poor, and where questions affect- 
ing morals, employment and health are dealt with. 


Into the refugee camps, along with ihe ministry of healing, and into the refugee villages, 
where the health wagon and the farm 
instructor and the home maker go, there 
goes also a demonstration of courage, 
faith, and spiritual uplift without which 
the hard life in Near Eastern countries 
would be unsupportable. 


Will You Help? 


A scholarship in the Antilyas School 
for leadership costs $200 a year, $100 
each for tuition and maintenance. 


Other gifts also are urgently request- 
ed, to be applied to the promotion of the 
workof Mr.Zenian and Mr. Alexander; 
vacation Bible school and night school 
costs; lesson material, song books and 
other Sunday school equipment; sal- 
aries of village nurses, farm instructors, 
home makers and welfare workers. 
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Training for Village Work, Greece 


N response to urgent requests from 

overseas, and with earnest local 
cooperation, Near East Foundation is 
taking into eight Bible Lands a pro- 
gram that has been described by the eminent educator, 
Thomas Jesse Jones, as developing types of service that 
are ‘‘more fundamental to the elimination of the causes of 
war than any organization that | know," because they are 
“directed to the improvement of the essentials of life for 
the masses of the people." 

The Foundation, which is supported entirely by volun- 
tary gifts, was incorporated February 21, 1931, to succeed 
Near East Relief. Its officers are Cleveland E. Dodge, pres- 
ident, James L. Barton, vice-president, and Edwin M. 


Whai Shall We Do About Tiere ? 


Training for Leadership, Aniilyas 


Bulkley, treasurer. 

A spiritual motive dominates all 
activities of the Near East Foundation. 
In its School for Pastors and Teachers 
at Antilyas, Syria, and in Sunday schools, night schools and 
clubs, character building through religious education is 
emphasized. 

The cooperation of all who are interested in the welfare 
of Bible Lands is earnestly sought, in behalf of the youth of 
these countries which gave to the world the Bible and the 
Savior. 


Note: The printing of this statement in church bulletins 
would be greatly appreciated. 


Make Checies Payable to 


NEAR EAST FOUNDATION 


National Headquarters, 151 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Te 632 Little Building 
902 Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust Bldg. 
209 American Bank Building 


Boston, TMlass. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Richmond, Va. 


1 La Salle Street Building 
527 West Seventh Street 
535 Burke Building 


Chicago, Ill. . 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
Seattle, Wash. 


